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Thoughts from the President 
 
Greetings Friendship Force Friends, 
 
Our auction celebrating World Friendship Day was a wonderful success!  We raised 
$1411 which has been donated to the Legacy Fund of Friendship Force 
International.  Thank you again Joan Harrington and Linda Crase and your hard 
working committees for making the benefit a success. 
  
Thank you also to everyone who donated or bid on auction items.  It is only with 
this support that Friendship Force will continue to grow and provide each of us with 
opportunities to make new friends, grow and learn with others, and experience 
new and different cultures.  The Brasov, Romania and Baku, Azerbaijan clubs which 
we are fortunate to have been selected to visit in 2011 , were formed through the 
Legacy Fund. 
 
Garden weeds and Friendship Force are keeping us all busy this spring.  We 
welcome the Flathead Montana Club May 7-14.  Ludwina Homer and her 
committee have plans for a Chicago River cruise, Botanic Gardens and much more.  
 
As we wave good-bye to our new Montana friends, the Midwest Presidents will be 
arriving May 19-22 for their regional meeting.  The conference will start with Toshi 
and Ishwar Puri’s popular Indian welcome dinner.  Pat and Dave Meyer are 
organizing Thursday’s activities around the theme “Attracting International 
Exchanges to the Midwest.”  Friday and Saturday will be a presidents’ business 
meeting. 
 
Like surprise in your life?  Join the first ever Mystery Outgoing Exchange June 23-26. 
ED Dean DiBrito has the details.

 
 
 

Friendship 
Force Pledge 
 
As a member 
of 
Friendship 
Force, I 
recognize 
that I can 
make a 
difference. 
I recognize 
that I have a 
mission to 
be a friend 
to the people 
of the world. 
As I embark 
upon this 
new 
adventure, I 
know that 
others will 
be watching 
me. 
I know that 
through my 
example to 
my own 
fellow 
citizens and 
the people of 
other 
nations, 
the causes of 
friendship, 
love and 
peace can be 
furthered. 
I can make a 
difference 

President:  Sally Coyle                e-Mail:  tomensally@aol.com 
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Thoughts from the President (continued) 
 
 Thank you Ludwina Homer, Marilyn Melkerson 
and Dean DiBrito and your committees for 
guiding us easily thru exciting, busy months. 
 
Guess what?  In order to have incoming and 
outgoing exchanges in 2011 we need three new 
exchange directors.  Enthusiasm is the primary 
prerequisite.  The EDs will have hard working 
committees with support and help from 
previous exchange directors.  The incoming ED 
will receive a $300 credit toward an outgoing 
exchange.  The outgoing ED will have most or all 
of his/her trip paid for.  It is necessary to be an 
incoming exchange director before being 
selected as an outgoing ED.  We have three very 
exciting exchanges scheduled.  In September 
2010 our good friends from the Quad Cities will 
be visiting.  We had a fun exchange there last 
September, and Diana Sanders is now known as 
“Farmer Di”.  In May 2011 the club is traveling 
to Brasov, Romania and Baku, Azerbaijan.  We 
had a wonderful exchange when Brasov visited 
us last September.  Rio de Janeiro is very 
excited to be coming in October 2011.  To apply 
to become an exchange director or for more 
information, please contact Sally Coyle. 
 
Did you read the half page FFNI article in 
TribLocal?  It appeared in three different 
editions thanks to Jeanne Minorini and Dora 
Turula’s publicity efforts. 
 

Grace Limoncelli is retiring from the Board.  She 
joined our club in 2007 sharing her east coast 
Friendship Force experience as FFNI social 
committee chair and exchange director for 
Tarapoto, Peru.  Thank you Grace. 
 
Register now for the Washington D.C. 
Friendship Force World Conference Oct .16-18 
with optional homestays afterwards. Go to 
www.thefriendshipforce.org; then World 
Conference or contact Sally Coyle. The 
conference will change the way you see the 
world; at least it has in the past for me. 
  
Speaking of the World Conference, FFI 
president George Brown sent a letter soliciting 
donations to please sponsor conference 
scholarships for presidents of new clubs who 
find it financially difficult to attend the 
conference. The Board voted to donate $625 
($280 for registration and $345 for hotel) for 
this purpose.  Board members who have 
attended international conferences felt it was 
extremely worthwhile and wanted to share that 
opportunity with others. 
  
Looking forward to seeing you all at the May 2 
meeting.                                                    
 

Sally Coyle 
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A CORNER OF HISTORY 
 

Since becoming a member of Friendship Force, I have had many 
occasions to stop and think about ‘Friend’:  who is a true friend; 
what does it take to become a friend; what does the element of 
time play in friendship; can one earn a friend and then, perhaps, 
the most compelling questions: am I a good friend and who are 
my friends.  I have had special reasons over the last month to 
think even more deeply about friendship as my friends from FFNI 
have given me so much support during my surgery and recovery.  
So I thought it’s time to do a little digging. 
 
I found this out about the word ‘friend’ – originally from German, 
the root of the word is ‘to like, love or be affectionate to’; and a 
remnant still remains in Friday – dedicated to Frigg, the goddess of 
love. [An aside – now we know what we really are supposed to be 
doing on Fridays!] This word, first as freond, entered the English 
language over 1500 years ago and has remained essentially 
unchanged.  In Old English, the word was used to define persons 
who were not enemies in warfare; later in Middle English the 
word took on the connotation of a financial supporter as in 
‘friends of FFNI.’ 
 
So on a very personal note; I would like to thank all my friends in 
FFNI.  On a more public platform, I would like to thank all those 
who are supporting Friendship Force through donations and bids 
at our auction last month; as well as the people who have made 
donations in time, equipment and supplies to FFNI during the 
year.  The growth of the international Friendship Force can only 
support the health and welfare of our club, as well as our 
members.  I would like everyone who takes the time to read this 
column to think about one way she or he can be a better friend to 
FF and FFNI.  Find out how work becomes fun! 
The origin of the word friend has been taken from an article by 

Edurne Scott.   kat york 
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SUNSHINE:   

   
 

Ishwar Puri had knee surgery recently.  His address is 27 West Penny Rd., South Barrington IL 60010. 
 
Christa Donnelly has cancer and would appreciate a card rather than phone call. 12853 Sanctuary Lane, 
Lake Bluff, IL 60044. 
 
Claire Orth was in an accident last December but we just found out. Her address is 210 Saratoga Blvd, 
East. Royal Palm Beach, FL 33411  
    
Wally Zeedyk is house bound with a care giver; a card or phone call to Mary Fran would be enjoyed.  
1207 Emerson Lane, Libertyville, IL 60048.  847-362-2343. 
 
Wonderful Friends 
Thank you, every FFNI friend who wrote, visited, cooked, baked and/or prayed for me, as well as my 
very special fruit, bread and milk delivery service; during my surgery and recovery period.  I know that all 
of you have helped to make my recovery occur much more quickly; and diminished the pain and 
discomfort of trading the left knee for a new one.  Anyone who wants to see the chassis will have to be 
satisfied with pics or a view of the scar only – sorry, my MD-wannabe friends.  I guess you all think that I 
eat like a bird, cuz I have been like a horse in an uncut field of the finest Kentucky blue grass.  They say it 
takes a village to raise anyone – thank you for being in my village.   

kat York 

 

Please continue to send any news of club members’ illnesses, deaths and happy events to 

Chairperson, Natalie Tiernan.  With everyone’s help we can spread a little sunshine.  

 
 

 

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER!  
New member Bob Weissman has graciously agreed to fill the long-vacant position of Official 
Photographer for Friendship Force of Northern Illinois.  Thanks Bob and good luck in your 
new responsibilities! 
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MYSTERY TRIP ??  

 

 
Please join us for the first Friendship Force of Northern Illinois Mystery Trip  

We are not limited to the amount of Ambassadors that can partake in this 

wonderful trip so all are welcomed. Our host city will provide us with 

interesting, exciting and fun filled experiences.  

We will leave on the morning of June 23rd and return June 26th.  

For further information please contact Dean Di Brito at showrks@aol.com 

or 847-295-7821. 

 
 

World Friendship Day  

Celebration and Charity Auction  
  
The World Friendship Day Meeting on March 14 was a wonderfully festive event complete with 

colorful table settings and beautiful floral centerpieces.  Some members wore beautiful clothing, 

purchased on their exchanges. The live and silent auction was a great success.  Members went 

home with bargains galore.  Some of the wonderful auction items included: reserved seats and 

parking for a Cubs game, dinner for 6 at Bill and Ludwina Homerôs, gourmet hand dipped candy, 

an original designed stained glass window, hand knitted baby sweaters, a Coach carry-on 

bag, concert tickets and many more items. All went for a fraction of their actual cost.  The 

auction netted $1385 which was donated to the Legacy Fund of FFI.  A continuously running 

slide show of photos of the inbound and outbound exchanges of FFNI, kept members 

entertained during the dinner. 

Thank you to all who participated. 

Joan Harrington 
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Only five seats left for our exciting fall exchange! Consider joining the fifteen members who 

will travel in late October, early November to Australia and New Zealand. The exchange 

directors are planning a unique experience for us that will include a three day home hosted 

intr oduction to Maori culture by the FF Rotorua Club, followed a week of home hosting in the 

Thames/Coromandel area.  There we will continue to explore Maori culture as well as make 

connections between the Kiwi frontier culture and ours.  After a week on the N orth Island of 

New Zealand, we will fly to Sydney where the Blue Mountains Club will welcome us.  In 

Australia, we will be introduced to Aboriginal culture, including a traditional walkabout, 

required of all Aboriginal youth.  We will also have opportuniti es to see their beautiful Blue 

Mountains and find connections between their pioneer settlers and ours.  For those of you who 

have traveled Down Under, or who have home hosted Australians or New Zealanders, you 

already know they are thoughtful, fun -loving p eople.  I truly believe Iõve never laughed so much 

as when Iõve been with our Australian friends.  This exchange is an opportunity for us to travel 

to a stunning part of the world, broaden our understanding of native cultures, make new 

friends, and return with a better understanding of ourselves and others.  

An additional option for this exchange is a six day site -seeing tour of the South Island.  The 

tour includes an opportunity to see fiords, glaciers, and the Southern Alps, some of the most 

stunning lands cape in the world.  Chicago departure for the optional tour is October 24, 2010.  

We will leave Australia AND return to Chicago on November 18.  (We cross the international 

dateline!)  All participants must have a passport that remains valid for at least si x months 

after our scheduled departure from Australia on November 18.  For questions, specific details, 

and further information, please contact Pat Meyer by email; davidcmeyer@sbcglobal.net  or by 

phone (708 -524 -0842).  Plan to join us for this once -in -a-lifetime opportunity.  Donõt delay!! 
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FFNI 2010 Service Project  
  
Many thanks for your continued support of our 2010 Service Project.  A good amount of non-perishable 
food and paper items were donated at our March general meeting/auction.  However, the need 
continues to be high for these donations. 
  
High priority items include canned foods containing meat and/or protein items (e.g. beef stew, chicken, 
chili, ham, tuna).  Always needed are pasta & pasta sauce, rice, peanut butter & jelly, cereals (oatmeal), 
pancake mix & syrup, soups, canned vegetables and fruits, crackers, snacks.  Additional items include, 
packaged instant potatoes, stuffing, macaroni & cheese and boxed dinners, such as hamburger helper, 
as well as coffee, tea, juice and juice boxes.  Toilet paper products are always needed. Another option 
would be to donate gift cards to a local food store. 
  
Please bring your donations to our next general meeting on Sunday, May 2. 
  

John Balazs 
 

NEW MEMBER NEWS  
 

MEET BOB AND MARCIA WEISSMAN 
My wife, Marcia, and I have been married for almost 44 years and live in a small unincorporated area of 

Lake County, Illinois called Wildwood.  We have lived in the same house since 1976; have two 

daughters, one a lawyer and the other a stage manager for live theater, three grandchildren and two 

Burmese cats. 

  

I am a retired small animal veterinarian who practiced in Libertyville for almost 40 years.  My time is 

now occupied with substitute teaching in 4 different districts in Lake County.  I also participate in two 

photography clubs and two gardening clubs.  Photography is my main hobby followed by gardening, 

traveling, and art collecting (studio glass and all kinds of sculpture).   

  

My wife is employed as a project manager/educator in a small business software company.  Presently 

she works at home, but makes a trip to client sites occasionally. 

  

We definitely enjoy traveling and meeting other people both at home and away.  I am so happy to have 

been invited to join your group.  Thank you to Jean Wilson for inviting me and to all of you for your 

warm welcome. 

 

WELCOME BACK CAROLYN 
Long time former and very active member Carolyn Aquino has rejoined out club.  Welcome back 

Carolyn. 
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May 2, 2010 Membership  Meeting 
 2PM  At the Libertyville Township Hall. 

  
Because there is No Food or Drink allowed in the Hall, weather 

permitting,  the Social Committee invites you to bring you own snack and 
beverage of  choice  so we can  gather in the Park after the meeting to 

socialize.  
 
The program will be a slide show and discussion  of the beautiful  sites and 

scenes and unique animal habitats  of New Zealand  presented by Mike and 
Jenna Harrington.  

 
Directions: 359 Merrill Ct., Libertyville, IL 60048. Take Milwaukee Ave (Hwy21) .8 mi north of Rockland 
Rd. At the light turn left on Winchester Rd; .2 mi left on Ellis Ave; .1 mi Township Hall is on the right. 

 

PLEASE BRING FOOD FOR THE FOOD PANTRY 

 
 
 

Friendship Force of Northern Illinois website:  www.ffni.info 
Friendship Force International (Atlanta) website: www.thefriendshipforce.org 

Dates to Remember 
Next General Meeting: 
May 2, 2010 
 
Libertyville Township Hall 
359 Merrill Court 
Libertyville, IL  60048 
Time:  2:00 pm 
 
 

Newsletter Deadlines 
February 21, 2010 
April 11, 2010 
June 20, 2010 
August 22, 2010 
November 14, 2010 

 

 

 

 

Board Meetings 2010 

February 11, 2010 
April 15, 2010 (changed from April 8) 
June 10, 2010 
August 12, 2010 
October 7, 2010 
General Meetings 2010 
January 10, 2010 
March 14, 2010 (World Friendship Day) 

May 2, 2010 
July 11, 2010 (annual picnic) 
September 12, 2010 
December 5, 2010 (annual meeting & elections) 

Wearôn the Green 

Donôt forget that our guests wear bright neon green name 

tags. Please welcome guests and new members while 

enjoying fellowship with old friends. 
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